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More to be summoned over LCS

MACC setto call Up and question other witnesses ihcluding foreigners
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Give evidence; well probe leaders, says Azam

JOHOR BARU: The Malaysian Antj-

Corruption Commission (MACC) is  ingany

prepared to investigate political
leaders \f there are complaints and
evidence of misconduct against
them, says its chiel commissioner
Tan Sri Azam Baki,

He said the Investigation by the
antigraft body was fair and con-
ducted (n a transparent manner
based on evidence that had been
collected.

“In Investigating a crime involv-
political party, the important
thing i that we have to make sure
whether the party In question has
committed a corrupt act or not," he
said.

For instance, he shid MACC would
probe a corruption case if a &acny
had used its power to benefit them-
selves or others,

“Therefore, any party that we
investigate must have the element of

corruption present in the submitted
complaint,” he told reporters afier
dosing a training session for assls-
tant enforcement officers at the
Johor MACC headquarters here yes-
terday.

Asan example, Azam sald it would
not be deemed an offence for a party
0 sccept a contribution from some-
one if it had no self-interest or power
vested in it

He was asked to comment on

the end of
training for
assistant

= YONG/The Star

Bersatu president Tan Sgi Muhyiddin
Yassin's remarks that the MACC
should investigate both Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar [brahim
and Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Harmidl.
Muhyiddin threw the dare at
MACC on Sunday. during Bersatu
AGM, saying that these two leaders
of PKR and Umno should be investi-
gated over allegations of funds
received from businessmen.

THE STAR
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the university managerment would
be absorbing all remstal fees for ven-
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RMB00mil fund can help 5.6 millon ma’lnourished.kids.

KUALA LUMPUR: There are at
least 5.6 million children hchx
double burden matnutricion (chd)

hood obetity and stunting).
Increasing food allocation to
RMS00m for school chikdren is
expected to at least solve part of this

Prime Minlster Dtk
Sert Dr Abmad Zahid Hamidi point-

each year,
“The allocation for food at prima-
ry and secondary schoals would
o [nvolve aboat RMS00mA.
'Inmhmt:um.mm:lmw
consider the preparation )
early as at the preschool Jevel” he
told a press conference after chair
Ing the National Soctal Council

Meeting in Purliament yesterday
Ahmad Zahid also revesled the
mooting  discussed  approaches
taken to address the bsue which
will be coordinated by the Woenen,

Family and Community Develop-
o
"W beseve that the physial

ing include the sandardisation of
work processes and conditions
iyl gl
mma&w
licerses and the creation of more

ane stop centres M the district bevel
to ssues related (o day care

contres.
However, Ahmad Zahid said the
In line mwwm
authorities and stafe nles.
S e
i
will be takets Incloding enforce:
menk, 10 allow them 10 have a sec:

ond chance 10 transform Usedr lives,
“This i to ensure that in terms of

mwmnﬁmm&m

- homeless can be solved,” he
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-
RM1mil
ensure

-
best service
RUALA LUMPUR:

Lampur (HKL) m\ﬁ“’:
| EM1mil boost from the government
for asset X t & well a3 to

o eg:ure the
150-year-ald hospital m‘?nage;
about 50,000 In-patient services at
its wards each year, which rellected
ey e B eqires
more m.f“ EMImi but we have
approved that amount for the par-
E»e of asset procurement and

~ she mldlrtponm after

. operation hours ar
: could only encourage
participate.
d more bhelp,” she sald.

Earlier, Dr Rohana lLriefed the
inister on efforts mken to reduce
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Green light for MACC 1o probe ministry officers

KUALA LUMPUR: The Home
Ministry is giving ample leeway to
the Malaysian Anti-Corruption

- Comnission (MACC) to investigate
its officers in cohnection with the
RM596mil sukuk misappropria-
tion, says Datuk Seri Saifuddin
Nasution Ismail.

“As someone who is Jeading the
ministry, I feel the MACC should be
given ample space to fulfil its duties
in accordance with existing laws,”
he said to reporters after attending
the 216th Police Day celebration at
the Police Training Centre (Pulapol)
here yesterday.

Saifuddin was asked to comment
on Home Ministry officers who are
expected to be called up by the
MACC to assist the investigation
into the sukuk misappropriation.

Last Week. four mdividuals,

mduding a mm&ny director and

er, Were arrest-
edby the MACC in its investigation
into irregularities in a sukuk deal

- worth RM596mil related to the pro-

ject for the registration, recruit-
ment and hiometric information
storage of foreign workers in a
ministry.

According to an MACC source,
the four men aged between 40 and
55 were arrested at the commis-
sion’s headquarters.

The source also said the sukuk
was managed by a local bank to
finance the project.

On another matter, Saifuddin
Nasution said efforts to ensure the
welfare of police personnel are
continuous and not seasonal,

including reviewing their salary.

The Home Minister said it was
evident in the revised Budget 2023,
where funds were allocated to
maintain police quarters and
accommodations.

“The issues of welfare and salary
review are issues that we are
always fighting for.

‘It Is not just during an event
such as Police Day. It is ongoing,”
he said when asked to comment on
whether these issues would be
looked into.

On another matter, Saifuddin
Nasution said his ministry was also
%rateful to Tenaga Nasional Bhd

or handing over four four-wheel

drive vehicles for police operation
purposes, along with 25 containers
10 store seized items.

ration between the police
andco% to curb electricity theft
began in 2020.

“The cooperation has resulted in
various successes in stopping elec-
tricity theft and, thus, in conjunc-
tion with Police Day, TNB decided
to give the police force the vehicles
and containers.

“It is heartening that new assets
could be acquired in such a man-
ner without using the police's -
budget, and I hope other compa-
nies will follow TNB's example,” he
said.
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‘Datuk Roy’
out on bail

in Jana
Wibawa probe

PUTRAJAYA: “Datuk Roy” - or
Mohd Hussein Mohd Nasir - has
been released on bail after having
been held on remand to assist the
investigation relating to the Jana
Wibawa probe.

Lawyer Fahmi Abd Moin told the
press that the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC) did
not make any further application to
extend his client’s remand and asked
for Mohd Hussein torbe released.

Also released with Mohd Hussein
was. an unnamed former court
deputy registrar, who was also
remanded to assist in the same
investigation.

According to Fahmi, the 'MACC
had recorded statements from both
men.

“Both men cooperated fully dur-
ing the investigation, and they can
be called again for further investiga-
tion if necessary,” he said.

Magistrate Irza Zulaikha Roha-
nuddin allowed for the release of the
men on MACC bail with one surety
each and ordered for them to report
to the MACC office monthly.

Mohd Hussein was first held on a
three-day remand granted by the
Kuala Lumpur Magistrate’s Court
under Section 17(a) of the MACC
2009 in connection to the Jana
Wibawa scandal.

He was later released but held on
a second, four-day remand granted
by the Putrajaya Magistrate’s Court,
which ended yesterday.

On March 9, the MACC arrested
four people aged between 40 and 50,
including an MACC officer and a
woman.

They were alleged to have solicit-
edand accepted a bribe of RM400,000
to prevent an investigation into the
case.
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Adam Radlan to be tried in KL court on all charges

KUALA LUMPUR: The graft charg-
s facing husinessman Adar Radlan

Adam Radlan’s lawyer, Datuk
Seri Rajan Navaratnam, said the

from the. MIE Infrastructure &
Energy managing director as an

He is also said to have received a
RM2.1mil bribe from MIE

Adam Muhammad, who is linked to
the Jana Wibawa programme, will
he tried together in the same trial at
the Sessions Court here,

Adam Radlan, who is the Bersatu
Segambut division deputy chief
faced three charges in the Kuala
Lumpur Sessions Court and two
more. in the Shah Alam Sessions
Court,

During a case mention here yes-
terday, deputy public prosecutor
Maziah Mohaidi informed the court
that the prosecution would be
applying to transfer the Shah Alam
cases 0 Kuala Lumpur so that they
could he tried together.

She said the Shah Alam cases are
fixed for mention on April 14. *

defence had no objections.

Sessions Court judge Azura Alwi
then fixed May 29 for further men-
tion in the case.

On Feb 21, Adam Radlan was
charged in Kuala Lumpur for alleged-
ly soliciting bribes for himself, which
were cash payments of between 3.5%
and 7% from the value of a project
that would be acquired by the manag-
ing director of MIE Infrastructure &
Energy Sdn Bhd.

The money was an inducement
for him to assist the company in
obtaining an acceptance letter under
the Jana Wibawa programme,

For the second charge, he was
accused of receiving RM500,000
through his CIMB Bank account

inducement to assist the company
in receiving an acceptance letter for
a project called “Projek Membina
Jalan Sg Adam ke Kg Banat, Perlis”
through direct negotiations, where-
by the total amount of the project
was RM47.8mil.

On Feb 22, he was slapped with
two more charges at the Shah Alam
Sessions Court, where he was
accused of receiving a. RM2mil
bribe from Nepturis Sdn Bhd via his
company's CIMB bank account.

Adam Radlan allegedly received
the bribe from a managing director
for helping his company obtain the
RM141mil North Klang police head-
quarters project from the govern-
ment.

Infrastructure & Energy's managing
director for helping the company
obtain a RM47.8mil road construc-
tion projectinvolving a stretch from
Jalan Sungai Adam to Kampung
Banat.

On Feb 28, he was at the Kuala
Lumpur Sessions Court again to
face another charge where he was
accused of asking for RM2mil in
bribe as service for the accused to
assist Nepturis to obtain a project
for the North Klang district office in
Selangor from the government, val-
ued at RM141mil. ,

Watch the video ‘1,'
TheStarTV.com [
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No more -Puspakom monopoly

PUTRAJAYA: Puspakom’s monopoly on com-
mercial vehicle inspection services will come
to an end next year when its current conces-
sion expires on Aug 31.

The Cabinet has decided that the services
will instead be opened to all parties who meet
the conditions, says Anthony Loke.

The Transport Minister said those interest-
ed in providing the services would be invited
to send applications in the first quarter of
next year.

However, Puspakom will still continue to
offer the services as its contract has been
extended for 15 years from Sept 1, 2024.

“From Sept 1, 2024, Puspakom will no
longer be the sole provider of vehicle inspec-
tion services on behalf of the Road Transport
Department (JP]),” Loke said at a press confer-
ence yesterday.

“This decision is in line with the govern-
ment’s desire to create a competitive service
environment and facilitate all Malaysians.”

Those interested in offering the services

will be required to appoint employees who
meet the qualification requirements and pro-
vide and use computerised inspection equip-
ment regulated and approved by JPJ.

They are only allowed to charge the set
inspection fee and are not permitted to pro-
vide repair services, modify vehicles or sell
spare parts.

He said those interested would bear the full
cost, and that the government would not sub-
sidise an inspection system.

“We won’t spend money building their sys-
tem,” he said.

Puspakom is Malaysia’s first and only cam-
prehensive national vehicle inspection com-
pany which undertakes all mandatory inspec-
tions for both commercial and private vehi-
cles.

Incorporated in 1994, it is a wholly owned
subsidiary of DRB-Hicom Bhd.

Loke stated that the single service provider
issue, as well as the lengthy inspection wait
time, had been raised for many years.

“Large vehicles, lorries and buses are held
up for hours. There have been complaints
that some states only have one service centre.

“We are not closing Puspakom but opening
up another option. It is no longer exclusive,
and there is no more monopoly,” he added.

Puspakom was also tasked with improving
the quality and integrity of inspections by
adding automation elements.

It must also improve the booking process,
install CCTV systems at checkpoints for real-
time control, expand the scope of vehicle
inspection and build new inspection centres,
including “flagship centres”.

According to its website, the country has 54
Puspakom centres.
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Former MPNM.
officer ordered
to enter defence
in CBT case

MELAKA: The Ayer Keroh Sessions Court
here ordered the former assistant executive
secretary of the Melaka State Scout Council
(MPNM) to enter his defence on 30 charges of
criminal breach of trust involving rental pay-
ment of MPNM premises amounting to
RM63,400, eight years ago.

Judge Elesabet Paya Wan ruled that the
prosecution had proven a prima facie case
against Ahmad Daniel Osman, 33, for all the
charges.

| “The court found that the legal presump-
tion under Section 409B of the Penal Code
argued by the prosecution that the accused
had the fraudulent intention of misusing the
rental money applies to all charges.

“For these reasons and referring to Section
173 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the
accused is called to enter his defence against
.all charges,” he said yesterday, Bernaima
reported.

The court fixed June 8, 9 and 22 for Ahmad
Daniel to enter his defence.

According to the charge sheet, Ahmad
Daniel was charged with misusing MPNM’s
property, namely the rental payment for-
three premises amounting to RM63,400,
which he used instead of crediting the pay-
ments into the organisation’s account.

He was accused of committing the offence
from Oct 15, 2015, to Jan 30, 2018, under

| Section 403 of the Penal Code, which carries a
jail term of not less than six months and a
maximum of five years with whipping and a
fine for each charge.

Twenty-one witnesses testified against the
accused throughout the trial that started on
Sept 13 last year.

Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission
deputy public prosecufor Irwan Shah Abdul
Samat prosecuted while the accused was rep-
resented by lawyers P. Purshotaman and R.
Senthil.
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Enforcemen officers nabbed for human trafficking

KUALA LUMPUR: A total of nine
‘individuals, including five enforce-
ment officers, have heen arrested
on suspicion of smuggling migrants

into the country:

The Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) said two
women were among enforcement
personnel, aged between 30 and 41,
who were arrested between 2.30pm
and 8.40pm last Thursday in the
joint National Registration Depart-

ment Op Lancar sting in Sabah.

It said the other four individuals
- three men and a woman aged
hetween 37 and 43 - were believed
to be agents for Indonesian work-
s,

They were arrested between
3.30pm and 6pm on the same day,
MACC said in a statement yesterday.

According to the statement, the
modus operandi of the syndicate
was to charge illegal immigrants or

those without valid documents
about RM2,500 each for their pas-
sage to leave Sabah via Tawau
Airport to the KL International
Airport (KLIA) using someone else’s
identity. '

The migrants would be given
boarding passes based on the
names stated in the MyKad given to
them.

Upon their arrival at KLIA, they *

would be met by enforcement

officers who had been paid to let
them through, thus enabling the
migrants to pass through the immi-
gration checkpoint without any
problern, it said.

Based on MACC' investigation,
the syndicate, which is believed to
have heen operating since 2018,
provided hoarding passes to bring
in between five and 20 illegal immi-
grants on each flight to KLIA, —
Bernama g
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Immigrants a ‘goldmine' for bribes

MACC e Graf among eforcement offcers become chronic

PETALINGJAYA: Immigrants have
ecomea ‘goldmine” for unscrupte

lousenforcement officers who
solcit bribes from them, says a
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (MACC)top gun,

“Corruption among enforcement
offcers, who are seen as security
frontiners, is hecoming more
chronic and worrying,

“Itis asad and biter truth,but
foreigners have constandly faced
this (arassment)" said Deputy
Chief Commissioner (Operations)

Datuk Seri Ahmad Khusairi Yahaya,

“Regardless of whether they had
awork permit, a tudent via or are
undocumented, this group has
always become a targetfor enforce-
ment officals," he said n a post on
the commission's websie yester
ay, \

Khusairi said the “Malaysia
Boleh” slogan is now a@tanget of
¢ymigism, linked to the rampant
cormuption,

With so much corruption, hesaid
it was not surprising that Malaysia

has become a migrant workers hub
{or employment, s  drug transiin
SouthvEast Asia and a centre for
scams and dubious international
investments, nline gambling pros-
ttution rings and others.

“We have ofen rejected and have
beenin denial. We ften hear claims
(that corruption) i an isolated inci
dent, This should not be used as an
excuse to deny the reality of greedy
enforcement officers,” he said.

Khusairialso went on to provide
17 examples of vice involving for

eigners that are common in the
couny,

Among them are the application
for forelgn workers whereby com
Paniespaid bribes t secure approv-
als bribery involving enforcement
offcals at intemational gateways
to expedite exit and entry process;
abusing student visas to-seek
employment; indulging in activites
such s prostitution; gambling
scams, obtaining citizenship and
birth certifcates through bribery
smugeling and many more,

Such actvites, he said, have
given enforcement offcials roomto
indulge in bribery whether on a
smallscale or even as a syndicate,

“Theissue ofa food of foreigners
in this country should not b taken
lighty. The. impact is very bad
ecause it involves social problemms,
crime, health and security” he said

The MACC revelation through
Ops Tropicana, Ops Bolos KLIA 1 &
2, Ops Lancar and a series of ther
Operations have proven the serious-
ness of the ssue, he added.

14
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‘Dirty’ officers face probe

PM plans independent body to investigate the corrupt enforcers

DATUK Seri Anwar Ibrahim has
directed the Attorney General's
Chambers (AGC) to look into setting
up an independent body to investi-
gate cases or complaints made
against enforcement agencies.

The Prime Minister said there
should be an independent body to
investigate enforcement agencies
and this had been Pakatan
Harapan’s stand.

*I remember this and will not
budge from this stand.

“Thave directed the AGC to study
if a mechanism can be set up where
complaints can be made against
enforcement agencies,” he said
when answering a supplementary
question raised by Gobind Singh
Deo (PH-Damansara).

Gobind had asked if the adminis-
tration would consider setting up
an independent body to handle
complaints against enforcement
agencies and for the body to be

erable to Parliament.

The Prime Minister said this initi-
ative would be an alternative to
these ies having to i tig:
themselves,

“By having the mechanism in
place, another body that is inde-
pendent will be tasked with the
investigation,

“Whether the mechanism will be
in the form of a commission, this
has yet to be determined,” he said.

Gobind said that although agen-
cies such as the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission has its own
internal mechanism to probe com-

No time to waste: Anwar hurrying to make it on time to attend
Parliament. — Bernama

plaints of abuse by their officers,
this was insufficient as such bodies
were not independent.

“We cannot have a situation
where when there is a complaint,
high-ranking MACC officers are
investigated by the MACC itself.
There is no independence,” he said.

To a question by Datuk Mas
Ermieyati Samsudin (PN-Masjid
Tanah), the Prime Minister said
there were no issues if the appoint-
ment of the MACC chief commis-
sioner is referred to a bi-partisan
Parliamentary  Special Select
Committee,

.com [=]gt

“I have no problems with such a
process but the process must be
respected,” he said.

He said the AGC will have to first
study the proposal before it could
be brought to a special select com-
mittee

Mas Ermieyati had also asked
whether Tan Sri Azam Baki's tenure
as MACC chief commissioner would
be continued or a new commission-
;rm would be appointed to replace

She said that Azam’s appoint-
ment in March 2020 was during Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin’s administra-
tion.

Anwar said while the appoint-
ment came before he led the admin-
istration, Azam was promoted to
the post due to his eapabilities and
independence.

t is why when I assumed
power, I chose not to chmg‘e the
MACC chief commissioner chosen
by Pagoh (Muhyiddin), so as to
avoid the impression that a new
prime minister would pick a new
MACC chief,” he added.

There had been calls including
from Transparency International
Malaysia (TI-M) for key appoint-
ments in the government to come
under the purview of Parliament to
ensure transparency and independ-
ence of such appointments.
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Another
retiree loses
savings to
scammers

ALOR GAJAH: A pensioner’s retire-
ment savings of close to RM195,000
disappeared after she fell prey to a
scam ¢

Alor Gajah OCPD Supt Arshad
Abu said the victim, a woman in her
late 50s, was first contacted by a
female caller who claimed to be a
lawyer.

“The victim, who retired as a cler-
ical assistant from a government
department here, received the first
call from the fraudster at 8.30pm on
Dec 21 last year, claiming she was
involved in a money laundering
case,” he said yesterday.

Supt Arshad said that on the
same day of the call, the victim was
referred by the bogus lawyer to
“Ampang Jaya police”, where the
victim was told by an “officer” that
there was an arrest warrant on
her.

He said soon after the confirma-
tion from the so-called police officer,
the first caller told the victim to
transfer all her savings to a bank
account, and asked her to reveal the
banking details so that she would
be represented if legal action was
initiated against her.

Supt Arshad said the victim trans-
ferred her savings to the bank
account between Dec 28 last year
and Jan 2 this year.

“She discovered the money was
.emptied from the bank account on

“Jan 6,” he said.

Supt Arshad said the victim only
made a report at Masjid Tanah
police station a few days ago.

“We have opened an investiga-
tion £amr under Section 420 of the
Penal Code,” he added.
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