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Immlgratlon officer fined RM50,000 for taking RM15,000 bribe

Yusrazif Wan Yusoh =

KUALA LUMPUR: An Immigration
officer was fined RMS50,000 in de-
fault of five months’ jail for ac-
cepting RM15,000 in bribes to
free foreigners who had commit-
ted immigration offences.

Judge Suzana Hussin meted
out the sentence against Yusrazil
Wan Yusoh, 41, after he changed
his plea to guilty yesterday.

On Jan 21, the father of four was
brought to the same court to face
five counts of accepting kick-
backs from Yuen Hon Loong and
Voon Pot Lim, both of whom
were related to the accused's of-

ficial duty.

The bribes were in relation to
the immigration clearance of Fil-
ipino and Chinese nationals
through the Immigration counter
at the departure hall of Kuala
Lumpur International Airport 2
(klia 2).

The offences under Section 165
of the Penal Code carry a max-
imum two years’ jail or a fine or
both, upon conviction.

Counsel Azrul Zulkifli Stork,
during mitigation, said his client
was remorseful.

“He was among two Immigra-

tion officers who assisted the de-
partment and the Malaysian An-
ti-Corruption Commission to
cripple the fake passport syndi-
cate,

“He Is his famlily's sole bread-
winner and also suffers from di-
abetes and kidney disease.”

Deputy public prosecutor Mo-
hd Shahrom Idris pressed for a
deterrent sentence.

“This case involves public in-
terest and Is a systematic crime.”

According to the facts of the
case, Yuen would send to Yusrazil
a list of Chinese nationals who

were detained by the Immigra-
tion Department.

He would facilitate the release
of the detainees and their process
at the Immigration counter to en-
able them to return to their
homeland.

It was reported that 65 people
— 39 Immigration officers, 17
agents and nine civilians — were
arrested in Op Selat last year.

Op Selat was mounted based on
intelligence and surveillance at
entry points, especially at KLIA,
klia 2 and Bangunan Sultan Is-
mail Johor Baru.
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32 CHEQUES HAD STAMPED SIGNATURES

ZAHID’S LAWYER
PINS BLAME ON
EX-SECRETARY

She had full control, custody of cheque

books and assumed blanket approval in
issuing them, lawyer says in submission

SHARANJIT SINGH
KUALA LUMPUR

ALA
DEWSEONSL.Com. my

MNO President Datuk

Serl Dr Ahmad Zahid

Hamidl yesterday

washed his hands off all
blame for misusing his chari-
ty foundation’s money to pay for
his credit card charges,

Instead, his lawyer pointed the
finger at the former deputy prime
minister’s executive secretary
Major Mazlina Mazlan and ac-
cused her of being the main cul-
prit behind the mess her former
boss was entangled In now.

Zahid's lawyer, Hamidi Mohd
Noh, did not mince his words in
describing Mazlina, who was a
key prosecution witness In Za-
hid's corruption trial, as a hope
lessly Inunm‘pdrm. carcless and
negligent individual,

He sald Mazlina, who managed
the financial affairs of Zahid's
charlty foundation Yayasan
Akalbudl, often made countless
errors via overpayments and un-
derpayments from the founda-
tion's accounts,

“It is absolutely beyond doubt
that Mazlina was totally incom-
petent in the discharge of her du-
ties. She alone was responsible
and the accused, under the cir
cumstances, should be acquitted
and discharged,” Hamidi sald in
his submission at the end of
the prosecution’s case &,
against Zahid,

Hamidl, who tack
led the 12 criminal
breach of trust
(CBT) charges his
client was facing
Involving Yayasan
Akalbudi funds,
noted that Zahid had
been accused of dis-
honestly making pay-
ments to different banks for
his credit card charges.

Such payments included
RM534,412.52, RM30,771.19,
RM107,509.55, RM708,134.47,
RM3914.84, RMIO,635.80 and
RMS54,168.89, which were made
between January 2014 and Jan-
uary 2016, when Zahid was a
trustee of the foundation and the
sole signatory of Its bank account.

Hamidi sald the 12 CBT charges

ZAHID HAMIDI

TRIAL

Akalbudi trial yesterday. I

his client faced Involved 52
cheques, of which 44 were relat-
ed to credit cand payments.

However, he argued that the
cheques Included 32 which did
not carry the hand-written sig-
natures of the accused, but were
instead stamped (with Zahid’s
signature).

The lawyer contended that
It was Mazlina who had
full control and cus-
tody of all cheque
books belonging to
the foundation, and
also that of Zahid,
as she managed his
personal affairs.
“She was the only
one with the sole pos-
session, control and
custody of the cheques.
“She was the only one who
held the keys to the drawer where
the cheques were kept... even the
accused did not have the keys,"
Hamidl said, adding that it was
safe to Infer that his cllent did not
prepare the cheques himself.

The accused, he argued, should
not be criminally held Hable as it
wast't him who put the stamped
signatures on the cheques.

At this point High Court judge

BUD

Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamid! arriving at the Kuala Lumpur Courts Complex for the Yayasan

Datuk Collin Lawrence Sequerah
Interrupted Hamidl and pointed
out to the lawyer that Mazlina had
testified that Zahid gave his con-
sent for her to issue the cheques,

Hamidi, however, sald Mazlina
had assumed It was a blanket ap-
proval.

“On the Issue of permission,
she agreed during cross-exami-
nation that she presumed, or as-
sumed, on her personal account
that such permission was a blan-
ket approval from my client.”

Collin: How about the spot
checks she sald the accused con-
ducted twice a year and the fact
that the accused never com-
plained?

Hamidhs He never complalned
because he did not know. But
there was no arahan (instruc-
tion).

Hamidl then argued that Ma-
dina’s evidence was riddled with
admissions of errors and neglect
In the discharge of her dutles,

On the Issue of the bank clearing
the stamped cheques, Hamidi sald
the prosecution falled to provide
any proof of the foundation au-
thorising the bank to clear s
cheques with stamped signatures.

“Passing a cheque with a

stamped signature is something
out of the ordinary and a prudent
banker would definitely want a
proper authorisation from the ac-
count holder,

“It Is no surprise that a witness
from the bank admitted that they
had been negligent and wrong to
have cleared these cheques.”

On the Issue of pre-signed
cheques used 1o pay for Zahid's
credit card expenses, Hamid!
sald It was Maziina who had done
It without consent from the ac-
cused

The defence will continue with
its submissions today.

Zahid, 68, Is facing 47 charges,
Including 12 for CBT, elght for
corruption and 27 for money
laundering involving RM31 mil
lion of Yayasan Akalbudi funds.

Forthe 12 CBT charges, Zahid is
alleged to have used the funds to
make payments for personal
credit cards, insurance policies
and licenses for his personal ve
hicles, remittances to a law firm
and contributions to the Royal
Malaysian police football assock
atlon. The charge, under Section
409 of the Penal Code, carries a
maximum 20 years' jail, whip-
ping and fine.
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Big Blue Taxi Services founder charged with graft

SHAH ALAM: Big Blue Taxl Ser-
vices founder Datuk Shamsub-
ahrin Ismail was yesterday
slapped with three counts of so-
liciting and accepting RM85,000
asgraft.

Shamsubahrin, who Is
wheelchair-bound, pleaded not
guilty when the charges were
read to him before Sessions Court
judge Rozilah Salleh,

The 55-year-old businessman
was accused of soliclting
RM15,000 from Azizan Mohamed
Yassin as an inducement to help
resolve the latter’s corruption

case at the Court of Appeal.

He was also charged with ac-
cepting RM35,000 in two stages
from the same person and for the
same reason,

He was alleged to have com-
mitted the offences at Jalan
Perindustrian Suntracks in Ban-
gl. Bandar Teknologi Kajang in
Semenyih, and Seksyen US in
Bukit Jelutong between March 3
and March 10 this year.

The offences fall under Section
16(a)(A) of the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC)
Act 2009, which carries a 20

years’ jall sentence and a fine of
up to five times the value of the
bribe, or RM10,000, whichever is
higher, upon conviction.

MACC deputy public prosecutor
Fadhli Ab Wahab asked the court
to impose RM50,000 ball with one
surety against the father of five,

However, counsel Sharuddin
All pleaded for minimum bail,
stating that his client had given
full cooperation during the in-
vestigation.

The court set bail at RM40,000
with one surety and fixed Oct 8
for case mention.

Datuk Shamsubahrin Ismail being wheeled into the Shah Alam
Sesslons Court yesterday. »c 6 FaiZ ANUAR
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ACCUSED CHANGES PLEA

Ex-MPOB

admin officer
fined RMb,000
for corruption

IPOH: A former administrative of-
ficer of the Malaysian Palm Oil
Board (MPOB) was fined
RM5,000 by the Sessions Court
here yesterday for corruption.

JudgeS. Indra Nehru meted out
the fine on Selamat Mulyono Ju-
ni, 37, who changed his not guilty
plea to guilty when the case came
up for mention yesterday.

He paid the fine.

Selamat Mulyono was charged
with corruptly obtaining gratifi-
cation of RM1,500 for himself
from one Shafrullah Abu Kasim
as an inducement for him to not
take action against a company,
Khaffa Vision Enterprise, which
continued to carry out oil palm
trading despite its Dealer Fruit
licence issued by MPOB having
expired.

He was charged with commit-
ting the offence at a restaurant in
Parit Buntar at 6.35pm on Oct 20
last year,

Former administrative officer of
the Malaysian Palm Oil Board
Selamat Mulyono Juni (right) at
the Sessions Court in Ipoh

yesterday. BERNAMA P

The charge was framed under
Section 165 of the Penal Code,
which provides for imprison-
ment of up to two years, or a fine,
or both, upon convction.

Prior to this, Selamat Mulyono
was also charged with soliciting
RM6,000 from the same man as
an inducement to destroy evi-
dence on the alleged offence by
the company, but this was taken
into consideration by the courtin
accordance with Section 171A of
the Criminal Procedure Code.

The prosecution was conduct-
ed by deputy public prosecutor
Maziyah Mansor, while the ac-
cused was represented by lawyer
Siti Salwani Md Shah. Bernama

NEWS STRAIT TIMES
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GUAN ENG'S GRAFT TRIAL

Businessmen

KUALA LUMPUR: The corruption
trial involving Lim Guan Eng yes-
terday heard how two business-
men linked to the undersea tun-
nel project had exchanged a se-
ries of WhatsApp messages about
arranging a late night meeting
with the former Penang chief
minister.

The text messages between Bei-
jing Urban Construction Group
(BUCG) managing director Datuk
Zarul Ahmad Mohd Zulkifli and
controversial businessman G.
Gnanaraja included one which
read: “Superb sir, 1 bring you
chocolates Eastin.”

The messages, the court heard,
showed close ties between the
duo, asthey often referred to each
other as “brother” and ex-
changed pleasantries like, I love
you" and “You are my dearest,
dearest, dearest friend”.

New Straits Times | 25 September 2021 | Page 10

linked to undersea tunnel project really good friends

Ironically, Gnanaraja, who is

well known as Datuk Seri G, or
DSG, has since been charged with
cheating Zarul and had his title
revoked by the Pahang Palace in
2019.
The 38-year-old has claimed
trial to three counts of cheating
Zarul in relation to the undersea
tunnel project.

He was accused of deceiving
Zarul into paying him RM19 mil-
lion between July and August
2017.

Gnanaraja allegedly promised
Zarul to use his connections to
help settle an ongoing Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission
(MACC) probe into the consor-
tium, which was the main con-
tractor for the RM6.34 billion pro-
ject.

Gnanaraja allegedly deceived
Zarul into giving him RM2 mil-

lion in cash in July and August
2017 at Eastin Hotel in Petaling
Jaya.

He is also accused of cheating
Zarul of RM15 million on July 27,
2017, at the CIMB Bank branch at
the Petronas Twin Towers here.

fix Lim.

He confirmed that they also
never talked about giving money
toLim.

When crosss-examined by
Lim's lead counsel, Gobind Singh
Deo, Firdaus referred to another

which G ja had

At the trial y day, MACC
Forensics Department’s investi-
gation officer, Wan Firdaus Wan
Yusof, testified that he had con-
ducted a forensics test on Gna-
naraja’s mobile phone to extract
the exchange of messages be-
tween the duo.

He read out several of the mes-
sages in which the duo planned a
meeting with Lim at Gnanaraja’s
house.

When questioned by deputy
public prosecutor Wan Sha-
haruddin Wan Ladin, Firdaus
said none of the messages
showed any plan by the duo to

sent to Zarul which read: "I love
you, Datuk. You are constantly on
my mind. I will finish off anyone
who disturbs you."

Gobind: This shows they were re-
ally good friends.

Firdaus: Yes.

Gobind: But after all this, Gna-
naraja was charged with cheating
Zarul.

Firdaus: | am not sure.

Gobind: This case was taken up by
MACC. You don't know that Gna-
naraja was charged?

Firdaus: | am not sure.

The trial before Sessions Court
judge Azura Alwi will continue
onNov 1,

The court was also informed
that the prosecution was expect-
ed to call former tourism minister
Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz totestifyon
Nov 5.

Lim is facing four charges of
using his position as the then
chief minister to solicit gratifi-
cation to help Consortium Zenith
Construction to secure the un-
dersea tunnel project.

He allegedly sought 10 per
cent of the profit to be made by
the company from its owner,
Zarul.

He is also accused of receiving
RM3.3 million for himself and
causing two plots of land belong-
ing to the state government to be
disposed of to two companies
linked to the tunnel project.
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DISPUTE OVER RM9 MILLION FEE

SOLAR HYBRID PROJECT
ROW: TRIAL NEXT YEAR

Rayyan Radzwill
Abdullah and his
ex-business partner
to have case heard
on Dec 8, 2022

RAHMAT KHAIRULRIJAL
KUALA LUMPUR
Rahmat@nst.com.my

HE High Court has fixed

Dec 8 next year to hear

the legal dispute relating

to the solar hybrid pro-
ject between businessman
Rayyan Radzwill Abdullah and
his former business partner from
Jepak Holdings Sdn Bhd Saidi
Abang Samsudin.

Lawyer Ravee G. Uthirapathy,
who represented Rayyan, said
judge Datuk Ahmad Bache fixed
the date during online proceed-
ings yesterday.

“The judge also ordered all par-
ties to submit their witness state-
ments,” he said.

Rayyan, who helped the com-
pany secure a solar hybrid project
for 369 rural schools in Sarawak,
had filed a lawsuit against Saidi
over allegations that his business
partner had failed to pay the re-
maining RM9 million for services
rendered to obtain the project.

On Jan 13, the same court re-
jected Rayyan’s application for
the case to be decided by way of a
summary judgment without hav-

Saidi Abang Samsudin

ingto goto trial.

Ahmad, in his decision, said
there were triable issues in the
case and the defendant (Saidi)
should be allowed to defend him-
self in a full trial.

The judge also said that it was
not safe to decide the case sum-
marily without a full trial con-
sidering the circumstances sur-
rounding the case and the huge
amount of claim sought.

On Feb 29 last year, Rayyan
filed the suit claiming that in ear-
ly 2016, Saidi had appointed him
as an adviser to obtain and pre-
pare working papers for the hy-
brid solar project and, in return,
promised to pay a fee of RMI10
million when the defendant was
successful in securing the pro-
ject.

In his statement of claim,
Rayyan claimed that on Dec 10,
2016, the defendant successfully
obtained the project with a gross
value of RM1.25 billion from the
Ministry of Education Malaysia

(MoE) as a result of the efforts
and work done by the plaintiff.

According to him, on Aug 10,
2017, the defendant had paid RM1
million to him and until now the
remaining payment of RM9 mil-
lion was still outstanding and had
not been paid by the defendant.

Therefore, the plaintiff de-
manded the remaining payment
of RM9 million, damages of
RM20 million due to loss of in-
vestment opportunities, general
damages, benefits and costs.

Saidi, in his defence statement
on April 6, denied he had ap-
pointed Rayyan as an adviser to
obtain and prepare working pa-
pers for the hybrid solar project,
apart from claiming that the
agreement for the project was en-
tered into between Jepak Hold-
ings and MoE and not in the de-
fendant’s private capacity. Saidi
also filed a counter-claim against
Rayyan, demanding he return the
RMI million paid to him imme-
diately.

Rayyan and Saidi were both
prosecution witnesses in the trial
of Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor, the
wife of former prime minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, involving
the solar hybrid project.

Rosmabh, 70, is facing a charge
of soliciting RM187.5 million and
two counts of receiving a total of
RM6.5 million as bribe from Sai-
di, through her former aide Datuk
Rizal Mansor, in exchange for
helping Jepak Holdings obtain a
RM1.25 billion project to provide
solar energy to schools in
Sarawak.
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OTHER A-G REPORT HIGHLIOHTS
 Customs Department had highest amount ¢
| TRM272.99m and RM64.89m in improper payments.
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